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28 O c to b e r 1986
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
To: Members o f  th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  
A d v iso ry  C om m ittee;
T A P  B a rn e s  (C h a irm a n ); J  S B a i le y ;
R B a i le y ;  A G R Brown; P B u n tin g ;
J  M C r o f t ;  P E c ro y d ; J  H F e l l ;  D G rove; 
C H o lla n d ; R D H oughton; B I r v in g ;
P N e a l;  J  B O l d f i e l d ;  Dr Pugh-Thom as;
A R ic h a rd s o n ; J  B R obinson
D ear S i r
P le a s e  a t t e n d  a m ee tin g  o f  th e  REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE t o  
be h e ld  a t  2 .1 5  PM on MONDAY, 3 NOVEMBER 1986 a t  THE SOUTH CUMBRIA AREA 
OFFICE, BEATHWAITE, LEVENS, KENDAL f o r  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  
b u s in e s s .
Y ours f a i t h f u l l y
W H CRACKLE
S e c r e ta r y  and S o l i c i t o r
A G E N D A
1 . A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b s e n c e .
2. M in u te s  o f  th e  l a s t  m ee tin g  ( p re v io u s ly  c i r c u l a t e d  and a p p ro v ed  
by th e  B oard  on 9 Ju n e  1 9 8 6 ).
3 . 'T ake  a  F r ie n d  F i s h i n g 1 -  o r a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  by Mr R O rto n .
4 . I l l e g a l  F is h in g  -  T h e f t  A ct p r o s e c u t io n s  by L o ca l A n g lin g  
A s s o c ia t io n s  -  o r a l  r e p o r t .
5 . p ro p o se d  H aaf N et L im i ta t io n  O rder -  R iv e r  So lw ay .
6 . Salmon and F re sh w a te r  F i s h e r i e s  in  th e  Solway F i r t h .
7 . P ro g re s s  R e p o rt on H a tc h e ry  P r o j e c t s .
8 . R e se rv e  B a i l i f f  Scheme.
9 . U l ls w a te r  F r e s h e t  Pumping S t a t i o n .
1 0 . A u th o r i ty  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  A c id i ty  P rob lem s in  N o rth  W est 
W ater -  P ro g re s s  R e p o r t.
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* 11. 
* 12. 
* 13 
14. 
*Note:
River Eden - Limitation of Net Fishing.
Commercial Salmon Fishing - River Lune.
Coarse Fish Close Season in Enclosed Waters.
Any other business.
Items 11, 12 and 13 are Private and Confidential and have only 
been circulated to Members of the Committee.
0211b
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 
19 MAY 1986
P r e s e n t  T A F B a rn e s  (C hairm an)
J  S B a i le y  
R B a i le y  
J  M C r o f t  
P E croyd  
J  H F e l l  
C H o llan d  
R D H oughton 
P N ea l
Dr Pugh-Thom as 
A R ic h a rd s o n
9 1 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b se n c e  w ere r e c e iv e d  from  A G R Brown, F B u n tin g ,
D G ro v e , B I r v i n g ,  J  B O l d f i e l d ,  and J  B R o b in so n .
92 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
Members w ere in fo rm ed  t h a t  th e  t r a i n i n g  c o u rs e  f o r  r e s e r v e  
b a i l i f f s  (M inute  No 83) had been  h e ld  on  th e  17 and 18 May 
and th e  C om m ittees recom m endations a b o u t th e  r e s e r v e  b a i l i f f s  
schem e had  been  ap p ro v e d  by th e  B o a rd . The t r a i n i n g  
c o u r s e s  f o r  h o n o ra ry  b a i l i f f s  (M inu te  No 84) w ould ta k e  p la c e  on 
21 J u n e .
The Solw ay W orking P a r ty  had  r e c e n t l y  c o m p le te d  i t s  r e p o r t  w hich 
w ould be p u b l is h e d  i n  due c o u r s e .  The W orking P a r ty  f e l t  t h a t  th e  
answ er t o  th e  p ro b le m s  w hich  b e s e t  th e  Solw ay w ould be b e t t e r  
l i a i s i o n  b e tw een  th e  W ater A u th o r i ty  and f i s h e r y  i n t e r e s t s  on  th e  
S c o t t i s h  s id e  o f  th e  Solw ay and t h a t  r e g u l a r  l i a i s o n  m e e tin g s  
sh o u ld  t a k e  p la c e  t o  d e a l  w i th  th o s e  p ro b le m s .
Mr B a rn e s  b r i e f l y  r e p o r t e d  p r o g r e s s  on o th e r  m a t t e r s  d i s c u s s e d  a t  
th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  in c lu d in g  th e  Salmon B i l l  (M inu te  No 8 5 ) ,  th e  
C o u rse  F i s h  H a tc h e ry  a t  L e y lan d  (M inu te  No 86) and N e t L im i ta t io n  
O rd e rs  f o r  th e  Solw ay F i r t h  (M inute No 87) and th e  R iv e r  Eden 
(M inu te  No 8 9 ) .
RESOLVED:
T h a t th e  M in u te s  o f  th e  m ee tin g  th e  C om m ittee h e ld  on 3 F e b ru a ry  ' 
1986 be a p p ro v ed  a s  a c o r r e c t  r e c o rd  and s ig n e d  by th e  C hairm an .
93 " FISHING LICENCE DUTIES -  J.987
Members w ere a s s u r e d  t h a t  th e  te m p o ra ry  a n o m a lie s  c a u se d  by th e  
d e c i s i o n  t o  round l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  up o r  down t o  th e  n e a r e s t  5Op 
w ould be b a la n c e d  o u t  o v e r  a p e r io d  o f  y e a r s .
i
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RECOMMENDED:
That the Board be asked to approve the proposed increases in 
fishing licence duties listed in the report attached as an appendix 
to these Minutes, and that the Secretary and Solicitor be 
authorised to carry out such statutory procedures as may be 
necessary to obtain the approval of the Minister of Agriculture 
Fisheries & Food to the proposed increases.
94 NOTES OF FISHERIES LIAISON MEETINGS
Members received notes of the Liaison Meetings held on 24 April at
Leigh and 28 April at Ambleside.
In connection with the southern meeting Mr Neal reported that his 
association felt that the wet spring could lead to greater 
pollution and asked that the Authority take notice of this 
possibility. In reply Mr Barnes said that farmers generally were 
more aware of the problems than in the past and that the Authority 
policy of prosecuting polluters had had a salutary effect on the 
situation. Mr Richardson agreed with Mr Barnes comments pointing 
out that the National Farmer's Union were fully behind the 
Authority in its efforts to reduce pollution from farm discharges 
and the level of fines had made farmers fully aware of the 
consequences of pollution.
On the problem of Stainforth Force, Mr Barnes agreed with a 
suggestion from Mr Houghton that the Authority should hold meetings 
with the environmental bodies who objected in the past to Authority 
proposals for preparing a scheme to allow fish to get past the 
force to the spawning areas on the upper reaches of the River 
Ribble.
Referring to the northern meeting, Mr Barnes informed Members that 
negotiations for the construction of a game fish hatchery at 
Haweswater were proceeding via a small sub-group and the prospects 
for a hatchery seemed very favourable at the present time, although 
much work remained before a decision could be taken.
A meeting of the West Cumbria Special Fisheries Advisory Group had 
been held on 16 May when the Authority put forward proposals for 
the improvement of the fish pass at Ennerdale. Representatives 
from Egremont & District Angling Association had promised to reply 
to the Authority's proposals within a month, and it was hoped that 
the Authority would be able to apply for planning consent for the 
fish pass in June.
RESOLVED:
That the reports of the meetings be received.
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95 LIAISON WITH SEA FISHERIES COMMITTEES
Members were informed that liaison with the two Sea Fisheries 
Committees which operated in the area covered by this Authority had 
been excellent with exchanges of information and combined 
operations being encouraged by both the Authority and the Sea 
Fisheries Committees. However, it was likely that the reduction in 
Lancashire and Western Sea Fisheries Joint Committee income 
following the demise of Merseyside and Greater Manchester Councils 
would have an adverse effect on the joint patrols in the Sea 
Fisheries Committees offshore patrol boat because of the need to 
reduce costs.
RECOMMENDED:
That the Board be asked to approve a grant of £1000 to Lancashire 
and Western Sea Fisheries Joint Committee in respect of the 
assistance they give to this Authority to enable it to carry out 
its statutory duties and the joint use of its offshore patrol boat 
to investigate illegal fishing for salmon.
96. APPLICATIONS TO TRAP EELS BEFORE 25 JUNE
Members received a report indicating that applications had been 
received from two fishermen to fish for eels before the 25 June. 
Although one of the fishermen had received such permission in 1984 
and 1985 and had always co-operated with the Authority, Members 
were reluctant to grant permission to some fishermen whilst others 
were refused.
RECOMMENDED:
That permission be refused in both cases.
97. AUTHORITY SCHEMES FOR THE BENEFIT OF FISHERIES AND FISHING
Members received details of the Authority1s fisheries improvement 
grant aid scheme and the fisheries equipment loan scheme. in 
response to questions Dr Harpley informed Members that the grant 
was based on 50% of the cost of works, with a maximum grant of 
£1000, and that although the loan equipment might be in short 
supply eventually, present use was so low that it was Unlikely that 
problems of borrowing equipment would arise for some time.
98. FISHING OFFENCES PROCESSED 1985/86
Members noted the annual summary of fishing offences and 
prosecutions processed by the Authority during 1985/86 and 
expressed disappointment at the level of fines and costs awarded to 
the Authority. Responding to questions, Mr Barnes stated that the 
prosecution section, which also dealt with pollution prosecutions, 
was stretched to the limit by the number of prosecutions being 
processed, and that the cost of bringing prosecutions made it 
uneconomic to allocate more resources to this function.
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99. FISH COUNTER STATISTICS
Members noted a report giving details of the number of fish counted 
at the Authority's fish counting stations in 1985. Mr Barnes drew 
Members attention to anomalies in certain of the statistics which 
gave weight to the fisheries departments intention to carry out 
improvements. The department was presently working on replacing 
the counter at Basinghyll on the River Kent, but it was known that 
the River Leven fish counter at Haverthwaite was also working 
incorrectly. Because of the high cost of operating fish counters, 
they were generally switched off during winter months when fish 
movements were relatively low.
100. SALMONID HATCHERY POLICY
Members received a report indicating that, subject to satisfactory 
completion of negotiations, construction of a new hatchery for game 
fish at Haweswater would commence in the spring of 1987. It was 
intended that the existing Middleton hatchery would be used to 
raise salmonids to the eyed ova stage (six weeks) at which point 
they would be transferred to Haweswater. This would make the 
unsatisfactory hatchery at Langcliffe unnecessary.
RECOMMENDED:
That Langcliffe Hatchery be closed.
101. THE CONTROL OF POLLUTION (ANGLERS LEAD WEIGHTS) REGULATIONS 1986
Members received a consultation paper prepared by the Department of 
the Environment setting out proposals for controlling the import 
and supply of anglers lead weights. North West Water had been 
included in the list of consultees and the Authority's views were 
requested by 16 June 1986. After expressing concern about the 
difficulties of enforcing the proposals Members agreed that the 
Board should be asked to take into consideration the following 
points when formulating their comments for the DoE:-
(1) in addition to controlling the import and supply of anglers 
lead weights, the provisions should be extended to control the 
use of such weights.
(2) That paragraph 3b of the proposed regulations should make it
clear that the type of lead weight which is to banned is that 
which is affixed to a fishing line rather than that which 
forms an integral part of the line.
NORTH WEST WATER 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
3 FEBRUARY 1986 
FISHING LICENCE DUTIES - 1 9 8 7
0157b
1 . On 27} J a n u a ry  1986, th e  B oard  w i l l  be c o n s id e r in g  i t s  b u d g e t and 
c h a rg e s  f o r  1 9 8 6 /8 7 . Amongst th e  ite m s  t o  be c o n s id e re d  i s  a 
recom m endation  t h a t  f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  be in c r e a s e d  by some 
5% in  l i n e  w ith  th e  c u r r e n t  r a t e  o f  i n f l a t i o n ,  and i t  i s  c e r t a i n  
t h a t  t h i s  co m m ittee  w i l l  be a sk ed  f o r  i t s  o b s e r v a t io n s  on t h i s  
reco m m en d a tio n .
2 . The e f f e c t  o f  th e  p r o p o s a l s ,  ( ro u n d e d  up o r  down t o  th e  n e a r e s t  5Op 
a s  s u g g e s te d  a t  l a s t  y e a r s  f i s h e r i e s  l i a i s o n  m e e tin g )  i f  a c c e p te d ,  
w ould  be  a s  f o l l o w s : -
P r e s e n t  D u tie s  P ro p o sed  D u tie s  
£ £
SINGLE ROD AND LINE (w hole  a re a )
(1 ) Salm on
S easo n  2 6 ,2 5  28 ,00
P a r t  S eason  from  1 Ju n e  1 9 .7 5  21 .00
S ea so n  c o n c e s s io n a r y  1 3 .1 0  14 ,00
P a r t  s e a s o n  c o n c e s s io n a r y  9 .9 0  10 .50
Seven  day 6 ,3 0  6 ,5 0
(2 ) M ig ra to ry  T ro u t
S easo n  1 1 ,0 0  12 ,00
S eason  c o n c e s s io n a r y  5 ,5 0  6 ,0 0
Seven  day 2 ,9 0  3 ,0 0
(3 ) N o n -m ig ra to ry  t r o u t  (brow n t r o u t ,  
ra in b o w  t r o u t  and c h a r)
S easo n  4 .7 0  5 .0 0
S eason  c o n c e s s io n a r y  2 .3 5  2 ,5 0
Seven  day 1 .6 0  1 .7 5
(4) F re s h w a te r  f i s h  and e e l s
S easo n  3 .6 0  4 .00
S eason  c o n c e s s io n a r y  1 .8 0  2 ,0 0
S even  day 1 ,0 0  1 ,0 0
C o n c e s s io n a ry  l i c e n c e s  a r e  i s s u e d  to  j u v e n i l e s  (1 4 -1 6  y e a r s ) ,  s t a t e  
r e t i r e m e n t  p e n s io n e r s  and r e g i s t e r e d  d i s a b le d  p e r s o n s .
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COMMERCIAL BEL FISHING £ £
Fixed eel traps 40.00 per trap per annum 42.00
Eel or fyke nets 0.80 per net per annum 1.00
Traps, putcheons or baskets 8.00 per 25 (or part 8.50
thereof) per annum
NETS AND FIXED ENGINES £ £
(Area within the boundaries of the 
former Cumberland River Authority)
Whole area drift, hang or whariimel net 167.00 175,50
(not exceeding 275m in length when wet)
River Eden, draw, draft or seine net 400.00 420.00
(not exceeding 275m in length when wet)
Whole area heave or haaf net 33.00 34.50
River Eden coop 156.00 164.00
River Derwent coop 348.00 365.50
South West Cumberland garth 173.00 181,50
NETS
(Area within the boundaries of the 
former Lancashire River Authority)
River Ribble, drift, hang or whammel net 107.00 112,50 
(not exceeding 140m in length when wet)
River Lune, drift, hang or whammel net 177,00 186,00 
(not exceeding 300m in length when wet)
River Lune, draw, draft or seine net 154.00 161,50
(not exceeding 185m in length when wet)
River Duddon, draiw, draft or seine net 147,00 154,50 
(not exceeding 185m in length when wet)
River Lune: heave or haaf net 68,00 71,50
River Kent: lave net 80,50 84,50
River Leven: lave net 66.00 69,50
NOTE: Fishing for eels with rod and line in tidal and estuarial 
waters seaward of the high water mark (as defined on the 
Ordnance Survey Map : 1 to 50,000 series) is exempt from the 
1icensing system.
3. Any variation of licence duties requires local consultation and • 
public advertisement within the region and, subsequently, the 
approval of the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food,
4. It is recommended that the fisheries liaison meetings be asked to 
comment on these proposals and that their comments be taken into 
consideration by this Committee at its meeting on 19 May, 1986 when 
it formulates its observations for the Board.
Q258b
NORTH WEST WATER 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
3 NOVEMBER 1986 
PROPOSED HAAF NET LIMITATION ORDER -» RIVER SOLWAY
1 . I n  November 1985 th e  B oard  a p p ro v e d  a  reco m m en d a tio n  from  t h i s  
C om m ittee t h a t  an  a p p l i c a t i o n  be made t o  t h e  M in i s te r  o f  
A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and  Food f o r  an  O rd er t o  l i m i t  t h e  number o f  
H aaf n e t s  on th e  E n g l is h  s id e  o f  t h e  Solw ay.
2 . F o llo w in g  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  th e  S t a t u t o r y  N o t ic e  s e t t i n g  o u t  th e  
A u t h o r i t y 's  i n t e n t i o n s  th e  M in i s t e r  r e c e iv e d  82 o b j e c t i o n s  to  th e  
p ro p o se d  O rd e r and  a p p o in te d  B r ia n  S t o t t ,  BSc, C B io l /  MI B io l ,  
FIFM t o  h o ld  a  P u b l ic  I n q u i r y  i n t o  th e  p r o p o s a l s .
3 . The I n q u i r y  was h e ld  on 3 & 4 S ep tem ber i n  th e  C iv ic  C e n tre ,  
C a r l i s l e ,  a b o u t  50 p e o p le  a t t e n d in g  on e a c h  d a y . Xn a d d i t i o n  to  
th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r ,  t h e  A u th o r i ty  c a l l e d  t h r e e  
w i tn e s s e s  from  S c o t la n d  to  g iv e  e v id e n c e  o f  a b u se  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  
l i c e n c i n g  s i t u a t i o n .  Tw elve w i tn e s s e s  a p p e a re d  f o r  t h e  o b j e c t o r s .
4 . A t r a n s c r i p t  o f  th e  p r o s p e c t in g s , made a t  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  th e  
I n s p e c t o r ,  Mr S t o t t ,  was s e n t  t o  t h e  M in i s t r y  on  22 S ep tem ber and 
th e  M i n i s t e r 's  d e c i s i o n  i s  a w a i te d .
j
0 2 6 0 b / js
3 NOVEMBER 1986 
SALMON AND FRESHWATER FISHERIES IN THE SOLWAY FIRTH
1 . On 9 O c to b e r  1984 , t h i s  A u th o r i ty  and Annan D i s t r i c t  Salm on F is h e r y  
, B oard  s e t  up a  w o rk in g  p a r t y  t o  i d e n t i f y  p ro b le m s r e l a t i n g  t o  th e  
/s a lm o n  and  f r e s h w a te r  f i s h e r i e s  i n  th e  Solw ay F i r t h  and  i t s  
> t r i b u t a r i e s ,  t o  p ro d u c e  o u t l i n e  s o l u t i o n s ,  and  t o  c o n s id e r  th e  
ii f i n a n c i a l  a s p e c t s  o f  th e  f u tu r e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  f i s h e r i e s .
2 . The W orking P a r ty  m et on s i x  o c c a s io n s  b e tw een  O c to b e r  1984 and May 
1986 when th e y  p ro d u c e d  t h e i r  r e p o r t ,  a  copy  o f  w h ich  i s  a t t a c h e d .  
A t t h e i r  f i n a l  m e e t in g , t h e  W orking P a r ty  a g re e d  t h a t  r e g u l a r  
l i a i s o n  m e e tin g s  in v o lv in g  members o f  t h e  g ro u p  s h o u ld  c o n tin u e  and 
t h e  f i r s t  o f  su c h  m e e tin g s  was h e ld  i n  C a r l i s l e  on 26 S e p tem b e r.
3 . I te m s  d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  m e e tin g  in c lu d e d  a  r e p o r t  on th e  p u b l ic  
i n q u i r y  i n t o  th e  p ro p o se d  n e t  l i m i t a t i o n  O rd e r  f o r  H aaf n e t s  on th e  
E n g l is h  s id e  o f  th e  Solw ay, ty p e s  o f  m a t e r i a l  u s e d  i n  th e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  f i s h i n g  n e t s ,  p o a c h in g  p ro b le m s , i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  
b o u n d a r ie s ,  and  i m p l ic a t i o n s  o f  th e  Salm on B i l l  p r e s e n t l y  i n  
P a r l i a m e n t .
4 . S e v e ra l  o f  t h e  m a t te r s  r a i s e d  d u r in g  d i s c u s s io n  r e q u i r e d  f u r t h e r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w h ich  i s  b e in g  c a r r i e d  oi^t a t  th e  p r e s e n t  t im e ,  and  a 
f u r t h e r  m e e tin g  h a s  b e e n  a r r a n g e d  i n  C a r l i s l e  on 30 J a n u a r y  1987 
when th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  w i l l  be  a v a i l a b l e .
NORTH WEST WATER
0096H
NORTH WEST WATER
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
3RD NOVEMBER, 1986 
PROGRESS REPORT ON HATCHERY PROJECTS
L ey lan d  C o a rse  F is h  Farm
1 . Work h a s  p ro c e e d e d  on th e  p la n n in g  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  and v i s i t s  have 
been  made t o  s im i l a r  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  a t  Y o rk s h ir e ,  S e v e rn  -  T r e n t ,  
S o u th e rn ,  and Thames W ater A u t h o r i t i e s ,  w here much u s e f u l  
in f o r m a t io n  was o b ta in e d .  D esig n  h a s  been  c a r ? i e d  o u t  by th e  
N o r th e rn  D esig n  and C o n s t r u c t io n  Team a t  P r e s to n  a n d , a t  th e  tim e  
o f  w r i t in g ,^  th e  te n d e r  docum en ts w ere w i th in  a few  d a y s  o f 
c o m p le t io n . The p r o j e c t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  ru n n in g  t o  s c h e d u le .
H aw esw ater Salm on Farm
2 . D is c u s s io n s  have c o n tin u e d  w ith  W ester R oss Salm on Farm s Ltd 
to w a rd s  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  a j o i n t  f i s h  fa rm in g  v e n tu r e  in  th e  
H aw esw ater a r e a .  A number o f  t e c h n i c a l  and f i n a n c i a l  p ro b le m s  have 
a r i s e n  w hich  hav e  ta k e n  tim e  t o  r e s o l v e ,  b u t i t  i s  hoped t;o be a b le  
t o  p u t  f i rm  p r o p o s a l s  b e fo r e  th e  H a tc h e ry  S te e r in g  g ro u p  in  th e  
n e a r  f u t u r e .
NORTH WEST WATER 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
3 NOVEMBER 1986
01Q0H
RESERVE BAILIFF SCHEME
1 . A f u r t h e r  o n e -y e a r  t r i a l  o f  th e  R e se rv e  B a i l i f f  Scheme was c a r r i e d  
o u t  in  1986. The R e se rv e  B a i l i f f s  w ere g iv e n  a w eekend t r a i n i n g  
c o u rs e  a t  L evens in  May and w ere a v a i l a b l e  t o  commence d u t i e s  from
1 J u n e .
2 . The e a r l y  and m id-sum m er was g e n e r a l l y  w et w i th  r i v e r  l e v e l s  
h o ld in g  up r e a s o n a b ly  w e l l ,  b u t  w i th  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  th e  K ent and 
t h e  Eden o n ly  s m a ll  ru n s  o f  salm on  e n te r e d  th e  r i v e r s , and p o a c h in g  
was g e n e r a l l y  a t  a low  l e v e l .  S e p te m b e r , how ever, was v e ry  d ry  
o v e r  th e  w hole o f  th e  r e g io n ,  and a l l  r i v e r s  f e l l  t o  v e ry  low 
l e v e l s . A t th e  same t im e ,  l a r g e  ru n s  o f  salm on and g r i l s e  moved 
i n t o  th e  lo w er r e a c h e s  o f  a l l  t h e  m a jo r  r i v e r s  and w ere e x tre m e ly  
v u ln e r a b le  t o  p o a c h in g . As u s u a l  t h e  w o rs t  a r e a  f o r  p o a c h in g  was 
t h e  w e s t  c o a s t  o f  C um bria , b u t  a l l  a r e a s  w ere a t  r i s k ,  and R ese rv e  
B a i l i f f s  w ere  w id e ly  u se d  t o  o b t a in  maximum c o v e ra g e .
3 . Once a g a in  th e  b e n e f i t s  o f  h a v in g  in c r e a s e d  num bers o f  s t a f f  have 
b een  a p p a re n t  in  th e  re d u c e d  num bers o f  a s s a u l t s  on B a i l i f f s , and 
t h e  le s s e n e d  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  u n s u c c e s s f u l  c a s e s . I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  
t h a t  th e  o n ly  v i o l e n t  c o n f l i c t  t h i s  s e a s o n  o c c u r r e d  when two 
B a i l i f f s  c a u g h t two p o a c h e rs  on th e  B o rd e r  E sk , and t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  
d o u b t t h a t  g r e a t e r  num bers o f  s t a f f  p r e s e n t  w ould have  re d u c e d  th e  
l i k e l i h o o d  o f  t h i s  h a p p e n in g .
4 . I t  i s  now p ro p o se d  t o  in t r o d u c e  th e  R e se rv e  B a i l i f f  Scheme on a 
p e rm a n en t b a s i s , s u b j e c t  t o  some s l i g h t  m o d i f ic a t io n s  t o  th e  
c o n d i t io n s  u n d e r  w h ich  th e s e  men a r e  em ployed .
NORTH WEST WATER 
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ULLSWATER FRESHET PUMPING STATION
1 . The 1966 M a n c h e s te r  C o r p o r a t io n  W ater O rd e r , w hich  a llo w e d  th e  
pum ping o f  w a te r  from  U l l s w a te r  t o  H aw esw ater, a l s o  r e q u i r e d  
M a n c h e s te r  C o r p o r a t io n ,  (an d  hence  th e  w a te r  A u t h o r i t y ) , t o  make 
c e r t a i n  d i s c h a r g e s  o f  w a te r  i n t o  t h e  R iv e r  Eamont f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  
o f  F i s h e r i e s ,  T hese  d i s c h a r g e s  w ere to  be made when r e q u e s te d  by 
th e  C um berland  R iv e r  A u th o r i t y ,  and to  e n a b le  t h i s  t o  be done a 
f r e s h e t  pum ping s t a t i o n  was c o n s t r u c te d  a t  P o o le y  B r id g e .
2 . T h is  a rra n g e m e n t h a s  n e v e r  been  u t i l i s e d  t o  b e n e f i t  f i s h e r i e s  f o r  
two m ain  r e a s o n s . F i r s t l y ,  t h e  s i t i n g  o f  th e  i n ta k e  s t r u c t u r e  
a llo w s  i t  t o  become b lo c k e d  w ith  d e b r i s  and th e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  c l e a n .  E x p e r ie n c e  h a s  shown t h a t  ev en  i f  th e  in ta k e  
i s  c l e a r e d  u s e  o f  th e  pumps v e ry  q u ic k ly  b lo c k s  t h e  s c r e e n s  a g a in  
and r e n d e r s  t h e  pumps in o p e r a b le .  S e c o n d ly , th e  l e g a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  
c o n ta in e d  in  th e  o r d e r  a r e  su ch  t h a t  th e  pumps a r e  o f  l i t t l e  r e a l  
v a lu e  t o  f i s h e r i e s . F o r exam ple th e y  c a n n o t be u se d  t o  s u p p o r t  low  
f lo w s , a s  i s  t h e  s l u i c e  on th e  R iv e r  L ev en , b e c a u s e  pum ping i s  n o t  
p e r m i t t e d  when th e  f lo w  in  th e  r i v e r  f a l l s  be low  17 M.G.D. The 
v a lu e  o f  s u p p o r t in g  low  f lo w s  i s  in  any c a s e  d u b io u s , a s  th e  t o t a l  
a n n u a l volum e i s  o n ly  500 m i l l i o n  g a l l o n s , and any pum ping c o u ld ,  
in  a p ro lo n g e d  d ry  p e r i o d ,  r e d u c e  f lo w s  l a t e r  in  t h e  y e a r .
3 . B ecause  o f  th e  above p ro b lem s t h i s  s t a t i o n  tyas tyever been  u se d  and 
th e  damp a tm o sp h e re  h as  c a u se d  t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  w ir in g  and com ponents 
t o  d e t e r i o r a t e  t o  th e  e x t e n t  t h a t  i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t o  be u s a b le  
u n l e s s  l a r g e  am ounts o f  money a r e  s p e n t  on b o th  r e p a i r ,  and r e g u l a r  
m a in te n a n c e  and i n s p e c t io n .  T h is  e x p e n d i tu re  do es  n o t  seem 
j u s t i f i e d  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  p ro b lem s w ith  th e  in ta k e  and 
th e  l e g a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  on i t s  u s e .
4 . The m o st p r a c t i c a b l e  and e c o n o m ic a l s o lu t i o n  t o  t h e  p ro b lem  w ould 
be t o  rem ove th e  p e rm an en t pumps and u se  te m p o ra ry  pumps in  th e  
e x i s t i n g  pum ping w e l l  a s  and when r e q u i r e d ,  and th e  C om m ittee a re  
a sk ed  to  recommend t h i s  c o u rs e  o f  a c t i o n  t o  t h e  B o a rd .
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AUTHORITY INVESTIGATIONS INTO ACIDITY PROBLEMS IN NORTH WEST WATER
- PROGRESS REPORT
1. The Authority has been involved in work on acidity problems, 
particularly in the Rivers Duddon and Esk, since 198 0 and during that 
period has carried out joint research with the Institute of 
Terrestrial Ecology, the University of Lancaster and the Freshwater 
Biological Association. At the present time the Authority is 
receiving financial assistance comprising £150,000 from the DOE for 
detailed work on the Esk and Duddon during the period 1984 bo 1987. 
The two year contract with the EEC for £50,700 has been completed.
A further application for funds has been made to the EEC although it 
is by no means certain that this will be successful and negotiations 
are currently in progress with D.O.E. to continue their funding for a 
further 3 year period. Without further support from DOE it will not 
be possible to continue the work.
2. River Esk Fish Counter
This has now been in operation for a year, but regrettably there have 
been problems with the counter circuitry during the summer months, 
and the record has been intermittent.
A preliminary analysis of available data suggests that upstream 
migration of salmonids, may be inhibited by spates when the pH drops 
below 5.3.
3. Automatic Monitors
The two monitors at Cropple How on the River Esk, and Duddon Hall on 
the River Duddon have continued to function well. Although there 
have been frequent acid episodes associated with spate conditions, 
the acidity of a typical spate (on the River Esk at least) is still 
less than it was in 1983 when the most recent mortality took place. 
This improvement in water quality seems to tie up with the reported 
improvement in fish runs.
More recent work suggests that the marked improvement in quality in 
1984 may have been due to a local change in the pattern of deposited 
acidity. This finding is of importance because it suggests that a 
reduction in emissions, particularly in the North of England may have 
more impact than previously thought.
4. Stream Liming
One small tributary of the River Esk (Spothow Gill) was limed in June 
1985. Fish planted in the stream, which was previously unable bo 
support fish, are still surviving.
Two other streams have now been limed, Fisher Beck (River Esk) and 
Tarn Beck (River Duddon). These streams have been chosen because 
they were "marginal" spawning streams which would be more likely to 
be of direct benefit to fisheries than the very acidic Spothow Gill. 
It is too early as yet to report on the success of this exercise.
5. Catchment Liming
The Authority commenced a programme of catchment liming in the River 
Esk catchment in September 1986. Agricultural land is being limed at 
a rate of 2 tonnes/acre. Continuation of this programme will only be 
possible if funding is made available from either D.O.E. or EEC, The 
intention of this exercise, which complements the stream liming, is 
to assess the impact of agricultural liming on the main river. It is 
anticipated that quality will improve sufficiently to prevent any 
further mortality of fresh run fish in the River Esk.
6. chemical and Biological Sampling Programme
Chemical sampling has continued throughout the region at sensitive 
sites. A detailed biological study of the S.Pennine area was carried 
out as part of the work funded by the EEC. This study demonstrated 
that upland sites in the S.Pennine area were, if anything, worse 
affected chemically than the Lake District sites, probably due to the 
proximity to large industrial and urban areas. Many of the reservoir 
and stream sites were fishless and the lowest recorded pH was 3.6.
The exceedingly low pH's recorded in the S.Pennine area make these 
waters amongst the most acidic in the country.
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RIVER EDEN -  LIMITATION OF NET FISHING
1 . F o llo w in g  a g re e m e n t b e tw een  u p s tre a m  r i p a r i a n  ow ners and  a l l  b u t  
two o f  th e  ow ners o f  p r i v a t e  b o a t  r i g h t s  on th e  R iv e r  Eden to  
e x t i n g u i s h  su c h  r i g h t s  by  p u r c h a s e ,  on 10 F e b ru a ry  1986 , th e  B oard  
a p p ro v e d  a  recom m endation  from  th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  
C om m ittee t h a t  a  z e ro  n e t  l i m i t a t i o n  O rd er b e  s o u g h t  f o r  th e  R iv e r  
Eden and  a  d r a f t  ’ O rd e r was s u b m it te d  t o  th e  M in i s t r y  f o r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  The o f f i c e r s  w ere  aw are t h a t ,  ev en  i f  th e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  w ere  s u c c e s s f u l ,  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  r e q u ir e m e n t  w hereby  a  
bona  f i d e  f is h e rm a n  who had  h e ld  a  l i c e n c e  d u r in g  th e  y e a r  b e fo r e  
th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  th e  O rd e r i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  a  " p r iv i l e g e d "  
l i c e n c e ,  w ould  mean t h a t  one o f  th e  two re m a in in g  o w n e rs , who o n ly  
s t a r t e d  o p e r a t in g  h e r  r i g h t  t h i s  y e a r ,  c o u ld  demand a  l i c e n c e  th u s  
f r u s t r a t i n g  th e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  th e  O rd e r . F o r t h i s  r e a s o n  th e  
M in i s t e r  was a sk e d  t o  d i r e c t  t h a t  th e  l i c e n c e  was t o  be  h e ld  f o r  
two y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  th e  d a te  o f  th e  O rd e r r a t h e r  th a n  one y e a r .
2 . D e la y s  by  th e  M in is t r y  mean t h a t  i t  i s  no lo n g e r  p o s s ib l e  to  
c o m p le te  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  p ro c e d u r e s  f o r  o b t a in in g  th e  O rder by th e  
en d  o f  t h i s  y e a r ,  so  t h a t  a  M i n i s t e r ' s d i r e c t i o n  w ould  now be 
w o r th le s s  b e c a u s e  th e  ow ner w ould  be  a b le  t o  c la im  h e r  seco n d  
l i c e n c e  on 1 J a n u a r y  1987.
3 . The o n ly  e f f e c t i v e  way o f  d e a l in g  w ith  t h i s  m a t te r  now i s  to  
i n t r o d u c e  a  b y e law  b a n n in g  th e  u se  o f  n e t s  i n  th e  R iv e r  Eden, In  
t h e  c a s e  o f  b y e la w s , c o m p e n sa tio n  h a s  t o  be p a id  t o  th e  "ow ner o r  
o c c u p ie r " .  T h is  re q u ire m e n t  w ould  n o t  hav e  a p p l i e d  i n  th e  c a s e  o f  
a  n e t  l i m i t a t i o n  O rd e r . The l e v e l  o f  c o m p e n sa tio n  w i l l  b e  d e c id e d  
( i n  d e f a u l t  o f  a g re e m e n t)  by  an a r b i t r a t o r  a p p o in te d  by  th e  
M in i s t e r ,  b u t  th e  M in i s t r y  have  in f o r m a l ly  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  i t  w ould  
b e  r e a s o n a b le  t o  assum e th e  £ 7 ,0 0 0  a c c e p te d  by  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  ow ners 
w ould  be  a  f a i r  i n d i c a t o r  o f  t h e  v a lu e  o f  th e  re m a in in g  b o a t  r i g h t .
4 . E x i s t i n g  f i s h e r y  b y e law  9 p r o h i b i t s  th e  u se  o f  any  n e t  e x c e p t  th o s e  
s t a t e d ,  and  p a ra g r a p h  (b )  o f  t h a t  b y e law  a u t h o r i s e s  t h e  u s e  o f  draw  
d r a f t  o r  s e in e  n e t s  i n  th e  R iv e r  Eden. The M in i s t r y  have  
in f o r m a l ly  a g re e d  t h a t  d e l e t i o n  o f  b y e law  9 (b )  w ould  be  th e  b e s t  
way o f  d e a l i n g  w i th  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  s u b j e c t  to  th e  u s u a l  s t a t u t o r y  
p r o c e d u r e s  b e in g  c a r r i e d  o u t .
5 . A t t h e i r  m e e tin g  on 13 O c to b e r  th e  B oard  a g re e d  t o  make a  new 
b y e law  d e l e t i n g  bye law  9 (b )  from  th e  e x i s t i n g  F i s h e r i e s  B yelaw s 
(made on 27 O c to b e r  1981 and c o n f irm e d , i n t e r  a l i a ,  a s  to  bye law  9 
on 23 F e b ru a ry  1983) and a u th o r i s e d  th e  S e c r e t a r y  and  S o l i c i t o r  to  
s e e k  c o n f i r m a t io n  t h e r e o f  from  th e  M in i s te r  o f  A g r i c u l tu r e ,  
F i s h e r i e s  and Food .
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COMMERCIAL SALMON FISHING -  RIVER LUNE
1 . I n t r o d u c t i o n
The a u t h o r i t y  h a s  r e c e n t l y  been  a p p ro a c h e d  by a num ber o f  th e  
f u l l - t i m e  f is h e rm e n  on th e  R iv e r  L une, w i th  p r o p o s a ls  f o r  m o d ify in g  
th e  co m m erc ia l f i s h i n g  c o n t r o l s  in  t h e  Lune E s tu a r y .
2 . The P r o p o s a ls
( a )  Reduce th e  num ber o f  d r i f t  n e t  l i c e n c e s  from  10 to  8 , and 
re d u c e  th e  num ber o f  h a a f  n e t  l i c e n c e s  from  26 t o  16.
(b )  E x tend  th e  w eek ly  c lo s e  tim e  from  0600 S a tu rd a y  t o  0600 Monday, 
t o  2100 F r id a y  t o  0600 Monday (a n  in c r e a s e  o f  9 h o u rs  p e r  w e e k ) .
( c )  E x tend  th e  end o f  th e  f i s h i n g  s e a s o n  from  31 A ugust u n t i l
11 S e p te m b e r .
(d ) R eview  th e  l i c e n c e  c h a rg e s  f o r  com m erc ia l in s t r u m e n ts  
th ro u g h o u t  th e  r e g io n  and r e l a t e  them  m ore c l o s e l y  t o  c a tc h in g  
c a p a c i ty .
3 . D is c u s s io n
Some f u l l - t i m e  n e tsm en  w ould be p r e p a r e d  t o  g iv e  e v id e n c e  in  f a v o u r  
o f  th e s e  s u g g e s t io n s  on th e  b a s i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  room 
f o r  a l l  d r i f t - n e t s m e n  t o  o p e r a t e ,  and t h a t  t h e r e  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  
s to c k  o f  f i s h  f o r  th e  e x i s t i n g  num ber o f  ne tsm en  t o  make a d e c e n t  
l i v i n g .  They r e c o g n is e  how ever t h a t  a c o n s id e r a b le  num ber o f  p a r t -  
t im e  f is h e rm e n  w ould be a f f e c t e d ,  and w ould be c e r t a i n  t o  o b j e c t .  A 
s y s te m  in v o lv in g  ’ n a t u r a l  w a s te a g e ' a s  p ro p o se d  f o r  th e  Solw ay H aaf 
N et O rd e r  w ould  be much m ore a c c e p ta b l e .
4 . Recom m endation
The p r o p o s a ls  in v o lv e  a r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  o f  th e  f i s h e r y ,  and in  th e  
lo n g  te rm  an o v e r a l l  r e d u c t io n  in  th e  n e t t i n g  e f f o r t ,  qnd as  such  
a r e  w o rth y  o f  f u r t h e r  c o n s id e r a t i o n .  The p r o v is io n  o f  a r e a s o n a b le  
l i v e l i h o o d  f o r  f u l l - t i m e  f is h e rm e n  i s  a p r e c e p t  S u p p o rte d  by th e  
a u t h o r i t y .
The co m m ittee  i s  r e q u e s te d  t o  a g re e  t o  th e  o f f i c e r s  c a r r y in g  o u t 
f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s io n s  w ith  a f u l l  m e e tin g  o f  n e t  l i c e n c e  h o ld e r s  on 
th e  L une, and a l s o  d i s c u s s in g  th e  m a t t e r  w i th  th e  Lune and Wyre 
F is h e r y  A s s o c ia t io n  a s  th e  body r e p r e s e n t in g  g e n e r a l  f i s h e r y  
i n t e r e s t s  on th e  Lune.
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COARSE FISH CLOSE SEASON IN ENCLOSED WATERS
1. Introduction
In recent years, especially in that part of the region south of the 
Ribble catchment, abuse of the coarse fish close season in enclosed 
waters has become widespread. This is due partly due to a genuine 
misunderstanding in that many anglers believe that the close season 
does not apply to enclosed waters less than one hectare in extent, 
where rod licences are not necessary, and partly to intentional 
abuse of the close season on the pretext of fishing for Brown 
Trout, The latter causes very difficult enforcement problems for 
bailiffs, who waste much time and effort in attempting to control 
this practice. Providing the angler has a trout licence, there is 
little the bailiff can do even though the angler may be using 
standard coarse fishing methods. This situation is particularly 
unfair to those fishery owners who enforce the close season, as they 
are disadvantaged in competition with those who allow fishing 
ostensibly for Brown Trout.
The scientific basis for enforcing a close season is unclear, though 
most anglers would accept that catching and handling ripe or 
spawning fish is undesirable. However in the north of England, the 
statutory close season is not particularly suitable, and spawning or 
recently spawned coarse fish of some species, are often seen at th.1, 
start of the fishing season.
For the above reasons, there have been a variety, of approaches to 
the close season issue from different water authorities, and this 
has led to further confusion.
2 . The Alternatives
The existing situation is most unsatisfactory and there are a number 
of alternatives which would assist in clarifying the situation. 
These are:-
(a) Dispense with the close season altogether and allow individual 
associations and owners to make their own arrangements.
(b) Retain the statutory close season for rivers and streams and 
dispense with the close season on enclosed waters.
(c) Extend Byelaw 16 (the Maggot Ban) to cover the whole of the 
region, or introduce a modified byelaw allowing only the use of 
fly, artificial lure, or worm in fishing for trout during the 
period 15 March to 15 June.
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3. Recommendations
Of the three alternatives, (b) would appear to be the most sensible 
and acceptable, and it is interesting to note that Yorkshire WA are 
consulting fishery interests on a similar proposal.
The committee is asked to authorise discussions with the fisheries 
associations in the region about the possible abolition of the 
coarse fish close season on enclosed waters.
